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Abstract

This paper explores how missionaries documented their daily observations and experi-
ences, as well as the significance of these archives. These materials, including manuscripts
and images, were produced after major political shifts in China in 1949, when missionaries
relocated to Taiwan and established their missions on Taiwan’s East Coast. By examining
these records, which were compiled by members of the Missions Etrangéres de Paris (MEP),
the aim of this paper is to investigate the process of religious conversion and social changes
on the East Coast of Taiwan during this period from the perspectives of these missionaries.
Historically, these materials served as an important basis for the Catholic Church when dis-
cussing missionary strategies. They were also used for publicity, fundraising, and introducing
their work. These manuscripts and images reveal the blending of local Taiwanese elements
and foreign cultures, and trace the transformation process of missionaries from outsiders to
integrated members of their local communities. These diaries reflect the missionaries inner
thoughts, and can be considered very close to records of their memories. The content centers
on the missionaries themselves and related actors. Finally, these missionary diaries can be

used to construct a local history of missionary work on Taiwan’s East Coast.

Keywords: east coast of Taiwan, Missions Etrangéres de Paris (MEP), missionary diaries,

local missionary history
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