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Military Dependents’ Villages as Heritage Sites:
A Case Study of Shuijiaoshe Village in Tainan City

Wei-Hsiu Tung*

Abstract

In the late 1940s, at the end of the Chinese Civil War between the Kuomintang (KMT)
Nationalist Party and the Communist Party, General Chiang Kai-shek’s army and followers
moved to Taiwan. The original plan was for a temporary stay while they prepared to retake
the mainland. This represented the largest human migration of the 20t century and resulted in
the building of more than 800 military dependents’ villages throughout Taiwan. Residents of
these villages came from provinces across China. They continued to speak their dialects and
preserve their customs. As such, these villages became unique cultural sites that contributed to
the preservation of many types of memories, such as of the Chinese Civil War, the Cold War
period, and the diaspora experience.

In the 1990s, some of these villages began to be torn down, as residents were relocated
and the government implemented new policies and urban planning. However, these are impor-
tant historical sites that should not be so easily erased. Currently, some military dependents’
villages are being preserved through designated planning policies, often in the form of com-
munity museums or cultural parks.

In this paper, Shuijiaoshe Village in Tainan City serves as a case study to reflect on how
some military dependents’ villages have become heritage sites and exhibition spaces. Artistic
intervention and interdisciplinary collaborations by artists, designers, architects, and other pro-
fessionals, as well as community members, have contributed to transforming these villages
into spaces for artist-in-residence schemes, museums, and cultural parks. These efforts have
led to more awareness and better understanding of the collective memories and diaspora expe-

rience of those who lived in military dependents’ villages.

Keywords: Curatorial Project of Shuijiaoshe Village, heritage sites, collective memory, art

intervention
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