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Recontextualizing Archaeological Relics in Museum
Exhibitions: Case Study of the Museum of the Institute
of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Hon-Fung Wong*

Abstract

The archaeological context of relics is important, as it is the basis on which archaeologists
understand the historical and cultural value of archaeological relics. For the general public, the
archaeological context of relics results in better comprehension of archaeology and archaeo-
logical relics. Historical or archaeological museums are suitable places for the general public
to learn about archaeology and archaeological relics. Museum exhibitions should focus on
contextuality, to recontextualize archaeological relics that have become separated from their
context and give them new life. In this way, the general public can attempt to understand
archaeological relics from the perspective of archaeologists. In this paper, the Museum of the
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica serves as a case study. Its exhibitions that
involve the recontextualization of archaeological relics are analyzed to provide references for
historical and archaeological museum professionals and to raise awareness of museum archae-
ology among museum professionals and scholars in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and other parts of
Asia.

Keywords: exhibition, archaeological relics, archaeological context, recontextualization,

archaeological museum
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