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Story of the Transformation of Shen Ji New Village,
Taichung: City Cultural Governance and
the Formation of Creative Fields

Pao-Ning Yin*

Abstract

Shen Ji New Village in Taichung, central Taiwan was built to house employees of the
Audit Office of the Taiwan Provincial Government in 1969. In 1988, due to the diminishing
role of the provincial government, it fell into disuse and disrepair. Unwilling to see it remain
idle, a group of young people organized a creative market, The Lole Market, and re-opened
this dormitory village at the end of 2013. These efforts have brought people to and created
business opportunities in the area.

Through collaborations among community organizers, urban professionals, local univer-
sities and the public sector, Shen Ji New Village has become a successful case of revitalization
and The Lole Market a young creative brand. In addition, the Taichung City Government has
initiated the Catch-Star Project to gather together young entrepreneurs to drive and change the
atmosphere of the area. The National Property Administration has viewed this as a noteworthy
example of the activation of idle state-owned property. Moreover, extended art facilities and
cultural sites have developed to the delight of residents and visitors. However, it is necessary to
explore the developmental process of Shen Ji New Village, especially how the interventions of
communities and actors led to networked governance through the forces of different creative
fields. Research methods included in-depth interviews and compilation of relevant documents.
The aim of this study was to understand, interpret, and deconstruct the process of revitaliza-
tion within the context of urban cultural policy and from the analytical perspective of multiple
networks framed by the concept of “creative field”.

The findings of this study demonstrate the effectiveness of applying multiple network
governance forces in the revitalization of old government buildings. However, the spatial
injustice that occurred during the transformative process deserves attention in terms of urban

cultural governance and creative city thinking.
Keywords: creative field, creative city, spatial justice, network governance
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