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Floral Culture of the Japanese Occupation Era

Hsueh-Yin Liu*

Abstract

In recent decades, the love of and familiarity with plants among the Taiwanese public
have become deeply rooted due to the holding of large-scale flora exhibitions. Venues once
used for such exhibitions have been transformed into parks, providing urban residents with
places to relax. Has this love of plants among Taiwan’s people formed just in recent decades?
To trace this history, it is necessary to start from the Japanese occupation era (1895-1945).
What was the floral culture of Taiwan like in the early days of the Japanese occupation era?
Not much has been written about this, as firsthand information is scattered among news reports.
Compiling of such information provides an understanding of the public’s interest in flora exhi-
bitions at that time. Why is it important to look at the early part of the Japanese occupation
era? Gardening was an esthetic experience afforded by most people. As soon as this esthetic
experience was advocated by the government, the result was a floral culture that did not create
a financial burden. The aim of this paper is to discuss the integration of botany and culture and
floral cultural literacy from the aspect of the promotion of gardening. Finally, the end of this
floral culture is investigated. Several topics are addressed, such as the use of flowers in cultural
and religious activities, flower viewing, establishment of parks and botanical gardens, flower
arranging exhibitions, cultivation of specific flowers, flower festivals, and the waning of the
floral culture before the end of the Japanese occupation era. It is hoped that the results of this
preliminary study can be used to determine the source of Taiwan people’s love of flowers 100

years ago or even earlier.
Keywords: flower culture, botany, new park, botanical garden, flower festival
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