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Tracing, Representing, and Passing on Hoklorized Hakka
Heritage: Cheng Mei Cultural Park

Queenie Lin* Hung-Jen Huang™**

Abstract

This research focuses on the Cheng Mei Ancestral Hall in Yongjing, Changhua County,
which is the former residence of Shang-ying Wei (1845-1901), a directorate of Imperial
Academy in Qing Dynasty. It aims to investigate how the Wei family retraced and recon-
structed their long forgotten Hoklorized Hakka (fulao ke, &%) legacy during the conserva-
tion process of the family mansion in conjunction with the incubation of Cheng Mei Cultural
Park. The Hoklorized Hakka culture is a hybridization of Hakka and Minnan cultures. The
tracing process of their Hoklorized Hakka inheritance and identity was initiated by preserving
the family history and culture, and then extended to the exploration of their hometown of
Yongjing, including aspects of lifestyle, religious beliefs, art and architecture. Through the
conservation process, this family’s forgotten Hakka roots were acknowledged and interpreted
after the original architecture styles and construction details were revealed.

Furthermore, this article also analyzes how a private residence, Cheng Mei Ancestral
Hall transformed into a museum—Cheng Mei Cultural Park following its restoration. The Hok-
lorized Hakka culture was reconstructed and interpreted through museum exhibitions, which

have resulted in the reshaping and passing on Hoklorized Hakka cultural heritage in Taiwan.

Keywords: Hoklorized Hakka culture, Hakka culture, Cheng Mei Ancestral Hall, Yongjing,

cultural heritage preservation
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