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Constructing Taiwan’s National Sense of Place: Example of
the Memorial Exhibition of the National Chiang Kai-Shek
Memorial Hall

Yun-Tsui Yeh*

Abstract

Due to the recent focus on transitional justice and related issues, the National Chiang
Kai-Shek Memorial Hall in Taipei has attracted attention mostly due to its external textual and
cultural landscapes. This memorial opened in 1980. However, the exhibition of this former
leader’s personal effects has not been well researched. Therefore, the aim of this study is,
through fieldwork supplemented by document analysis, to focus on the Exhibition Hall of
Historical Relics of Chiang Kai-Shek of this memorial hall to examine how Taiwan’s national
sense of place is constructed and presented and to discuss its meaning.

The purpose of this exhibition hall has changed over time. In the 1980s, “Remembering
Our Leader” helped to build a cult of personality around Chiang by praising his accomplish-
ments. In the 1990s and 2000s, Chiang’s achievements throughout his lifetime and modern
Chinese history were highlighted, with the apparent attempt to present this leader as the
symbol of the nation. In the 2010s, there was once again a major change in the contents of this
exhibition, with Taiwan appearing as a subject for the first time. Under the democratization of
Taiwan, the current arrangement includes the topics of “Family,” “Revolution,” “War of Resis-
tance Against Japan,” “Civil War,” and “Taiwan,” as well as the Gallery of President Chiang
Kai-Shek’s Office. This not only serves to integrate the memories of China and Taiwan, but
also symbolizes the transformation of Taiwan’s national sense of place; that is, the Republic
of China, from China to Taiwan. As for the cultivation of national sense of place, in addition
to the use of historic events to stimulate shared memories and identification of national space,
this exhibition emphasizes international relations to create the image of the Republic of China

as a great power with Chiang as its leader.

Keywords: National Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall, national sense of place, leader, com-

memoration, museum geography
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