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Discussion on the Effects and Safety of Pest Control
Methods for Conservation of Cultural Property

Lin Chang*

Abstract

Pest control is an important part of the effort to conserve cultural property in museums.
Insecticides or repellants may provide efficient and effective prevention or control of pests,
however chemical residues not only cause deterioration of cultural property, but also impact
on human health and the environment. Therefore, conservators have been replacing chem-
ical treatments with physical methods, such as low temperature, high temperature and inert
gas. The objectives of this article are to discuss the effects of conventional chemical control
methods, using repellants, fumigants, and insecticides, and physical control methods, such as
inert gas, to explore their advantages and disadvantages in the conservation of cultural prop-

erty and their possible impacts on Western colorants and traditional Chinese pigments.
Keywords: conservation of cultural property, pest control, insecticide, fumigation, inert gas
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