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“Exhibition Function” and “Collection Function” in
Museum Education: Educational Program Implementation
Strategies of Five Natural History Museums

Jing-Jing Zhou*

Abstract

Museums are social education organizations. What are their irreplaceable advantages?
Most importantly, what resources can they use to attract visitors? How can museums use these
advantages and resources to develop educational programs? The aim of this paper is to discuss
the focuses of natural history museums in Western countries on “exhibition function” and
“collection function” in the implementation of educational programs. Based on a survey of
the development histories and educational programs of five large natural history museums
in Western countries, strategies for four types of educational programs, including those for
parents, students, educators and adults, were analyzed. Based on the results, focuses on “exhi-
bition function” and “collection function” allow these museums to take advantage of their
talent and environment. In addition, they stimulate visitor initiative, increasing level of visitor
participation, while meeting requirements for education, social interactions, entertainment and

worship in a rather informal way, in contrast with traditional classroom education.

Keywords: Natural history museum, educational programs, exhibition and collection

resources, strategies
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