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National Imagination and Museums: Discourse on National
Literature — Case Study of the Yeh Shyr-Tao Literary
Memorial Museum

Ming-Li Yao*

Abstract

In 2012, a former forestry office, which was established in 1925, the year writer Yeh
Shyr-Tao was born, was chosen as the space for a literary museum by the Tainan City Govern-
ment. Through the case of the Yeh-Shyr-Tau Literary Memorial Museum, this research aims to
discuss how the government advocates local culture as a means to construct national identity.
The methodology includes an exploration of the intertextual associations among the museum
exhibits, to derive a clear sense of how this museum represents the national identity of Taiwan.
In addition, regularly scheduled guided tours of the surrounding outdoor literary landscapes
are a extension of this museum’s discourse. Based on exhibitions and guided tours, as well as
Yeh’s life and literary works, literary activities appear to strengthen Taiwan’s national con-
sciousness. The intertextual links of the exhibited material, integrated with the people, history,
and collective memory of the literary landscape, show that it plays a larger role than just static
objects. For this reason, the Yeh Shyr-Tao Literary Memorial Museum is an ideal case for
representing the official strategy to redefine national imagination and to reshape contemporary
Taiwan’s identity.

Keywords: national identity, literary landscape, Tainan, Yeh Shih-Tao Literary Museum, tour

guide
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