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Applications of the “Learning Backpack” Educational
Program: Examples of Museums in London and Oxford

Hsiao-Hua Liu* Yi-Jung Lin**

Abstract

In Taiwan, museum educational activities for children include hands-on and interactive
workshops, space exploration and innovation classes, and parent-child self-guided and profes-
sionally guided tours. Each has its advantages and disadvantages. Unlike traditional museum
learning activities, the “learning backpack™ is a cost-efficient program that combines artifacts
and activity guidelines for exploring the museum. It serves to foster artistic expression in
young children and to continue the learning process through take-home activities.

In Asia, the concept of the learning backpack is relatively new. However, it was first
implemented in the 1990s in museums in London and Oxford. This program encourages parents
and children to investigate science, art, music, stories and culture in a fun, hands-on manner
together. In this paper, the concepts of this program are presented in a “standard version”,
which is focused on text, and a “special edition”, which is focused on props and flashcards.

The aim of this study is to investigate how the manual and manipulative material in the
learning backpack enriches the family museum experience. Through literature review, field
studies, and interviews, data on the characteristics of children’s in-museum learning process
and parent’s role in guiding children during museum visits was collected and analyzed.

The results revealed that the design concept of the learning backpack is vital. The fol-
lowing guidelines are proposed for museums looking to develop family-oriented learning
activities:

* Child-centered hands-on manipulative objects to facilitate learning.

» Opportunities for discussion and working with parents as co-facilitators of learning.

 Parent-child interactive activities for expanding children’s exposure to social experiences.

* Self-paced activities.

Finally, it is suggested that museums in Taiwan develop and design multi-sensory, manip-
ulative learning backpacks to enhance autonomous learning capabilities and empower young
learners in a fun and engaging environment.

Keywords: Family visitors, learning/discovery backpacks, museum experience, museum

learning
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