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Early Formation and Development of Taiwan’s Cultural
Heritage Preservation Act 1945-1984

Hsiang-Yu Huang*

Abstract

Drafting and amending of the Cultural Heritage Preservation Act resulted in much media
and social attention, as well as many debates. Differing opinions and arguments surrounding
this Act, which was first passed on May 26, 1982, in regards to its original context and law-
making process emerged based on discrepancies in the viewpoints of observers. These can
be classified as pre-war China period theory, post-war Japan theory, and Taiwan localization
theory. But, what are the facts? Even in the absence of a consensus of opinion, it is necessary
to pursue its development and analysis in a historical context.

The aim of this paper is to discuss and analyze the legal context and subsumption of this
Act using archived materials, official documents and relevant publications. While exploring
the original context, the author discovered that some parts of the Act continue pre-war China’s
antiquarian tradition. After the war, Taiwan was engaged in restoring heritage sites to map out
its collective memory. Subsequently, intangible cultural heritage including natural landscapes,
ethnic arts, folk customs and related cultural artifacts were included based on experiences of
the international community. This is what we know today as the transformed Cultural Heri-
tage Preservation Act, which attempts to meet the demands of localization and a legal product
designed to protect national culture against Taiwan’s historical background.

The legalization process of the Cultural Heritage Preservation Act indicates that it is under
the influences of antiquarian tradition of pre-war China, as well as the demands of localization
of post-war Taiwan. The result is a mix-and-match of ideas and mutual understanding that has
transformed the pre-war Antiquities Preservation Act into the Cultural Heritage Preservation
Act which meets the social and cultural demands of post-war Taiwan. This process of legal

transformation signifies the key to reversing the path of national history.

Keywords: antique, cultural heritage site, cultural assets, Cultural Heritage Preservation Act,
Chi-Lu Chen
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