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Adaptive Reuse of Heritage, Cultural and Creative
Industries and Aesthetic Reflexivity:
Cultural Conservation Movement of Chongjian Street
Creative Market and Herbs Maison in Tamsui

Pao-Ning Yin*

Abstract

Cultural heritage forms the basis of cultural and creative industries. Promotion of cultural
and creative industries is a key national policy in Taiwan. However, the connection between
cultural heritage and cultural and creative industries is unclear, in terms of practices, theo-
ries, concepts, and even methodology. Reuse of historical buildings has become an important
approach to the preservation of cultural heritage, and mainly follows the model of transforma-
tion into commercial spaces for the cultural and creative industries.

The core idea of cultural and creative industries is to apply industrial production models
and content transformation for the purpose of supplying more jobs, promoting tourism activi-
ties and stimulating the local economy. In addition, historical building and historical street/area
preservation can guide local revitalization efforts and identity building. However, is priority to
be given to local identity or tourism? This is the basic research question of this article. More-
over, does revitalization of cultural heritage create contemporary value for historical buildings
or is it only a commercial model? Is it possible to implement strategic cooperation between
the two?

In this article, the concept of aesthetic reflexivity is introduced with observation and
analysis of Chongjian Street and Herbs Maison in Tamsui. The crisis that erupted due to the
proposed widening of Chongjian Street, the first street in Tamsui, is discussed. In addition, the
role of Herbs Maison in historical building and cultural heritage preservation and the strategies
of the Chongjian Street Creative Market are used to explore the use of space along Tamsui’s
old streets. Through the process of formation of the Chongjian Creative Market, a vision for
possible new relationships between historical street/area and cultural and creative industries
is proposed.

Keywords: aesthetic reflexivity, cultural heritage, cultural and creative industries, Chongjian
Street and Herbs Maison in Tamsui, revitalization of historic buildings
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