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A Study on the Administration of Official Art Exhibitions
in Taiwan under Japanese Rule

Shing-Ling Tsai*

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to explore the administration of official art exhibitions in Taiwan,
namely the Taiwan Art Exhibition (also known as Taiden, 1927-1936) and Taiwan Governor-
General’s Art Exhibition (also known as Fuden, 1938-1943), under Japanese rule (1895-1945).
Based on the regulations of these official art exhibitions, the following issues are explored:
1) the administrative organization, division of labor and responsibilities, and operative pro-
cedures; 2) the practices and operation of open calls for submissions among organizers and
artists; and 3) the methods of the organizers for creating exhibition spaces that connect artists
and audiences. These seemingly simple art exhibitions were, in fact, organized through a
variety of behind-the-scenes administrative operations. Based on widely-collected reports
from that period, the organizers decided policies and developmental directions for each exhibi-
tion based on many administrative events of that time. This led to the laying of the foundation
for the administration of art exhibitions in Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan Art Exhibition, Taiwan Governor-General’s Art Exhibition, administration
of art exhibition
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