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Study on the Narrative Structure and Human Rights
Education of the Jing-Mei Human Rights Memorial
and Cultural Park

Qi-Huan Tan*

Abstract

Museums communicate and provide learning resources through the construction of
spaces and interpretive processes such as displays and guided tours. These elements constitute
the museum narrative. Memorial museums are important social and cultural learning institu-
tions with the goal of promoting human rights education. Thus, the ways in which memorial
museums construct narrative and produce learning resources are worth probing. The Jing-
Mei Human Rights Memorial and Cultural Park (JMHRMCP) has preserved an important
detention site from the period known in Taiwan as the White Terror. To understand how the
JMHRMCEP fulfills its goals of human rights education, participant observation and inquiry
learning methods were used with focuses on guided tour activities and life narratives of former
political prisoners.

From the results of this study, JMHRMCP guided tours stress viewers’ perceptions in
constructing the visitor experience and providing the opportunity to learn from the past.
However, the learning of human rights was restricted due to limited question-probing skills,
overemphasis on the victims, and the neglect of social and institutional contexts of history. The
life narratives of political prisoners provided alternative voices, filled the gap in terms of social
and institutional contexts, and revealed the power of individuals in an oppressive structure.
The findings of this study suggest that the JMHRMCP make better use of the heritage site and
integrate the life narratives of the political prisoners into the museum’s displays, to diligently
reflect upon the context and democratic implications of the White Terror and to deepen the
narrative structure of guided tours. Fostering civic dialogue and serving as a forum for the
expression of multiple voices are desirable practices for the JMHRMCEP in fulfilling its social

responsibility in terms of human rights education.

Keywords: Jing-Mei Human Rights Memorial and Cultural Park, narratives of guided-tour,

life narratives of political-persecution victims, human rights education
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