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Revisiting the Construction Process of Oxford College
and Its Adjoining Museum: A Post-colonial Reading

Pao-Ning Yin*

Abstract

The initiation of the construction of museums in Taiwan is related to colonial moderniza-
tion. Before the opening of the Taiwan Museum by the Japanese colonial government in 1908,
the Oxford College and its adjoining museum built by Reverend George Leslie Mackay, a
Canadian missionary, can be considered the first museum in Taiwan.

The original intention of the College, completed in 1882, was for the education and
training of local missionaries. However, the objects Mackay collected during his travels in
Taiwan and originally meant for education purposes gradually accumulated and became
displayed in a museum. The demonstration of these Taiwanese objects through the eyes of a
Western missionary led to a process of “museumization”. During this process, Taiwan became
a subject to be researched, observed, interpreted and reconstructed with the loss of the autono-
mous right to identity and subjectivity. In the meantime, Mackay himself received the recog-
nition of many local people. The result was a hybridity of cultures. The building of Oxford
College is itself a spatial symbol of the hybridity of Taiwanese traditional and Western archi-
tectural styles.

Based on the Mackay diary and other materials, the author attempted to analyze the post-
colonial reading of the process of the construction of the College. In other words, instead of the
inherent viewpoint, the author intended to build another perspective from which to understand

the beginning and the institutionalization of museums in Taiwan.

Keywords: museum, Rev. George Leslie Mackay, post-colonial reading, hybridity, Oxford
College, Tamsui
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