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The Developmental Context of Corporate Museums in
Taiwan from the 1960s Onward

Tsui-lien Peggy Wung*

Abstract

The main objective of this research is to analyze the developmental context of and
changes in corporate museums over time in Taiwan. The key research subjects are corporate
museums established after the 1960s, with analyses conducted for every decade. Taking into
consideration political and economic conditions, cultural policies, and industrial policies and
measures, as well as Taiwan’s transition from an industrial society to a society of consumer
culture, an attempt is made to illustrate the major phenomena among corporate museums
from different eras based on their features, classifications, and developmental directions.

The results showed that the 1990s marked a turning point for public and private
corporate museums, and corporate museum development also underwent liberalization,
capitalization, and diversification trends in line with Taiwan’s economic progress. However,
unbalanced development has occurred between northern and southern Taiwan, as well as
between eastern and western Taiwan. Corporate museums based on food and crafts have
made up more than half of the established museums over the years, the majority of which
are small and medium-sized enterprises, which differ from corporate museums operated by
European, American, and Japanese corporations with mega brands. After the year 2000,
corporate museum development began to form close connections with the concepts applied
to the creative lifestyle industry and tourism factories, which place strong emphasis on

experience economy.

Keywords: corporate museums, industrial museums, experience economy, creative lifestyle

industry, tourism factories
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