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How Can Museums Make Communities Work?
A Case Study of the Jinguashi Area

Chen-Yi Shih*

Abstract

In the face of globalization, awareness has been increasing around the world of the
importance of preserving local cultures and identifying local characteristics. Local museums
have the responsibility of building and maintaining the collective memory of the community.
They interact with local residents and act as a catalyst for local cultural cohesion. Cultural
tourism is one of the important ways for enhancing local development. In recent years, “local
cultural industries” have become the main force for stimulating the local economy. Through
“community renaissance” and the development of local economy, regional activities promote
and combine “industry”, “culture”, “art”, “leisure”, and “life”.The result is the rebirth of
the community. The fast growth in Taiwanese local museums in the 1990s resulted in the
promotion of local manufacturing cultures and community participation. The aim of this
study is to look into the booming local museum phenomenon in Taiwan. How community
residents, in cooperation with local museums, to identify their place and reproduce
community culture under the current trends in cultural tourism is analyzed. In addition,
three research questions are addressed. First, what caused the fast growth of Taiwanese
local museums in the 1990s? Second, what kind of policy thinking and museum discourse
determines the practice of Taiwan local museums, and why have they strayed from the ideal?
Third, catering to cultural tourism, what are the choices and challenges that local museums
are facing? Based on a case study of the Taipei County Gold Museum in Jinguashi, this paper
aims to sketch the role and mission of local museums, as well as to reflect on the orientation

of local museums and analyze their benefits.
Keywords: policy of local museum, Gold Museum, Art Museum of Mountain Village
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