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A Closer Look at the Current Circumstances of
Historical Museums

Sophie Yu*

Abstract

In recent years, museums have changed their approach to designing artifact displays. In
addition to research, preservation, presentation, and educational aspects, they must take into
account the overall experience, resulting in the intentional creation of an atmosphere that
evokes deep thought and allows the artifact to make an impression upon the viewer.

According to historical preservationist David Baker (1996), if museum presentation
abides by the principles behind historic site restoration guidelines, it can better relate history
and historical events. In doing so, it also creates displays that bring about the most satisfying
and transcendent viewing experience. The focus of this paper is on historic celebrity homes.
Historic site documentation and cases are utilized to research current developments in the
restoration of historic celebrity homes and, after studying architectural phenomenology,
provide a new perspective and suggestions for the restoration of historic celebrity homes.
Two museum exhibits are examined to further highlight the importance of the following
goals in restoration: creating the right atmosphere, enhancing site attributes, and relaying
history with vitality. Lastly, this study explores the Shilin Official Residence, home of the
late Chiang Kai-Shek and Soong May-ling. Only the first floor of the residence is available
for viewing. However, it is still possible to understand its current restoration status and
determine whether or not the aforementioned goals have been met. The essential visual
and non-visual aesthetic qualities of the historic celebrity home are also introduced. The
author proposes that the Shilin Official Residence be fully restored and opened for viewing.
The facets of restoration addressed in this paper are the result of the integration of theory
and real-life application, and are geared towards aiding museums in their strategy and

development, as well as providing direction for the restoration of historic celebrity homes.

Keywords: historic hall reform museum, historic celebrity home, re-present the historical

place phenomenology
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