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Neoliberalism and Museum Development in Britain

Chi-Jung Chu*

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate how Neoliberalism has influenced museum
development in Britain. First, the spread of influence of Neoliberalism from an economic
project to the government and society is discussed. The resulting changes in the government-
and-museum relationship are reflected in the changes in museum structure, museum
management, and funding allocation to museums.

This author argues that the government’s ideological change from welfare state
to Neoliberal state is the key to changes in museums in Britain. This transformation to
Neoliberal state has reshaped and redefined the relationship between the government and

museums, opening up a whole new area of research in museum studies.

Keywords: Neoliberalism, New Public Management, museum trust, cultural policy, Quango/
NDPB
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