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The Trend of the Museum Education
for Children in France

Tzu-Ying Kuo*

Abstract

In the last decade, discussions of the museum education for children began to emerge
and spread quickly. Researchers in museology are eager to explore various aspects of this
issue by examining the establishment of museum'’ s policies or the planning of education
activities. Though the juvenile audience has been viewed as potentially important visitors of
museums, the related theories and practices to develop suitable education programs are still
limited in scope and number.

In fact, the museum education has relatively well developed and practiced in France. In
order to understand the theories and underlying philosophies of France’s museum education,
and to learn the forms of museum’ s education activities, the author investigated sixteen
museumsin France.

In this article, six museums, including Centre Pompidou, Palais de Tokyo, Musée des
Arts Décoratifs, Muséam National d’Histoire Naturelle, Muséum de Lyon and Musée de
I’ Arles et de la Provence Antiques, are discussed as the exemplars to illustrate and interpret
their typical education strategies and activities for children. Lastly, the author comesto a
conclusion of the trend of museum education in France from the perspective of professional
education personnel. It is observed and generalized as the following: (1) subdivision of
audience by age; (2) education activities planned by themes; (3) five sensations fully used
for inspiration; (4) exploitation of parent-child audience; and (5) offer of specially designed
exhibitions for children.
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