
21

23 2 21-40

1

19

1990

2000

1 E-mail: chiali21@hotmail.com



22

1960

Anacostia Neighborhood Museum

Kinard & Nighbert, 1972

1970

2004

1 9 9 0

s o c i a l

inclusion

Open Museum

Glasgow

Heritage Lottery

Fund

Dodd &

Hooper-Greenhill, 2002

1997

2003



23

V&A

Museum Learning

and Interpretation

Access, Inclusion

and Diversity

Walsall

Museum and Art Gallery

Nottingham Castle Museum

1996

Other

Stories: Art, HIV and You

Carnegie, 1996

2001 11 2002 4

2003

Newman 2001

2000

civic pride

1753

60

Hudson, 1987 18

Hein,

1998

19

1899

1852

Henry Cole 

Hooper-Greenhill ,

1994

19

Hooper-Greenhill 1994

19



24

H e i n , 1 9 9 8 ;

Hooper-Greenhill, 1994

1 9

Museums Association

Henry Higgins

Liverpool

1883

teaching

training

Hooper-

Greenhill, 1994: 29

64

Sheffield

H o o p e r -

Greenhill, 1994

19 20

Hooper-Greenhill, 1994; Kavanagh,

1990 1930

Julian Spalding 1990

Dodd &

Hooper-Greenhill, 2002

Springburn

Museum 1986



25

2 1990

1993

building-based approach

museum service-

wide approach

Dodd & Hooper-Greenhill, 2002: 9-10

Dodd &

Hooper-Greenhill, 2002: 8

Kirrane

H a y e s 1 9 9 3

Partnership Projects

Tabletop Displays

Handling Kits

Unity &

Diversity

Sharing of Faith

Group

God’s Treasure House

Leadhills village 50

16

Kirrane & Hayes,

1993

Dodd Hooper-Greenhill

2002: 8

2 2000



26

Carrington, 1996

Wear It Well

19

20

61 2,084

Melton Harborough

Leicestershire County Council,

2008

1930

2000

Clayton 2001

1997

Museums, Arts & Records

Service LMARS



27

reminiscence session

community archaeology

moving objects

2002

Heritage Service

Leicestershire County

Council, 2008

2002-2003

Resource Box

1910

1924

230

1930

Leicester

City Museum Dr. E. E. Lowe 

Carnegie Trust

schools officer

Ruth Weston

43

Schools Circulation Collection

1937

20 Drinkall, 1997

2000 2,000



28

1

2

2000-2001 243

13,100 2001

2 0 0 2 2 3 2

LMARS, 2002

2002

Millennium Sharing Skill Scheme

Glen

Parva

3

4

3

1. 2.

3 http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/community/museums/open_museum/artworks.htm 2008/08/24



29

reminiscence

LMARS, 2001

1 9 4 0

artworks

1940

900

Henry Moore David

Hockney

5

3. Glen

Parva

4.



30

Leicester’s Open Museum, 2006

9 6 7

10 35

1999 2000

C l a y t o n

2001

5.



31

2008

13

6

7

Leicestershire

County Council, 2008

John Maguiness

6

Clayton, 2001

2000

Association for Heritage

Interpretation Interpret

Britain Award

4

Nature Observed

Myths, Legends, Fairytales & Fables

8

The Beauty

Myth

From Old to New

Loughborough University

6.

4 http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/community/museums/open_museum/resource_box.htm
2008/08/10



32

Make a Match

2 0 0 0

Leicester City Football Club

Worthington

9T9 Youth 9T9

What a Waste

C r e a t i v e

Memories

Not What It

Seems Loughborough

Junkit

C u l t u r a l

Mosaic

I. D. Song

64 9 83

Loss and

Belonging

4

7

7. Loughborough 

Leicester ’s Open

Museum



33

9T9

2005 50

2 3

2002 2003 4

8 2002

50

Braunstone

9

10

20

9. Braunstone 50

8.



34

MacDonell 1991

10. 50



35

Dodd & Hooper-

Greenhill 2002

10

1

1990

1.



36

1970

1980

1994

2004

Nikki Clayton 



37

1994

2003

17 (1): 139-148

2004

2004

18 (1): 29-40

Carnegie, L., 1996. No playing safe. Museum Journal, 96(7): 34.

Carrington, L., 1996. Clan do. Museum Journal, 96(10): 19-24.

Clayton, N., 2001. Moving objects: The Open Museum, Leicester. Interpretation Journal,

6(1): 11-12.

Dodd, J., O’Riain, H., Hooper-Greenhill, E. & Sandell, R., 2002. A Catalyst for Change:

The Social Impact of the Open Museum. Leicester: Research Centre for Museums and

Galleries.

Drinkall, P., 1997. Exhibition Panel. Leicester: New Walk Museum.

Hein, G. E., 1998. Learning in the Museum, pp. 1-13. London: Routledge.

Hooper-Greenhill, E., 1994. Museums and Gallery Education, pp. 16-35. Leicester:

Leicester University Press. 

Hudson, K., 1987. Museums of Influence, pp. 18-38. Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press.

Kavanagh, G., 1990. History Curatorship. Leicester: Leicester University Press.

Kinard, J. R & Nighbert, E., 1972. The Anacostia Neighbourhood Museum. Museum, 24(2):

103-110. Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution. 

Kirrane, S. & Hayes, F., 1993. Do it yourself. Museum Journal, 93(2): 28-10.

Leicestershire County Council, 2008. The Open Museum Strategy: 2004-2008.

Leicestershire: Leicestershire County Council.

Leicestershire Museums Arts & Records Service, 2001. Annual Report 2000-2001.

Leicestershire: Leicestershire County Council.

2002. Annual Report 2001-2002. Leicestershire: Leicestershire County Council.

Leicester’s Open Museum, 2006. Leicester’s Open Museum: A Summary of Activities in

2005-2006. Leicestershire: Leicestershire County Council.

MacDonell, M., 1991. ‘Open Museum’ controversy. Museum Journal, 91(7): 10-11.

Newman, A., 2001. Social exclusion zone. Museum Journal, 101(9): 34-36.

2008 10 10 2009 3 16



39

A New Approach to Community Engagement:
A Study on the Conception and Practice of

Leicestershire’s Open Museum

Chia-Li Chen*

Abstract

The ideas and the practice of museum education of the United Kingdom initiated in the
mid-19th century and emphasized on object-centered learning and museum-school
collaboration. In 1990s, the social inclusion policy promoted by the Labour Party has
influenced many museums to generate innovative practices. Among them, learning from the
Open Museum of Glasgow, Leicestershire founded the Open Museum in 2000 to deal with
the policy and to reorganize outreach resources. It successfully overcame the barriers and
limits of the traditional museums and their outreach works. By doing so, it made the idea of
museums in the neighborhood come true. 

What are the concepts of the open museum? What innovative practices does it apply to
engage communities? Applying the social inclusion policy and following the development
of museum education of the U.K as the context, this paper explores the background and
practice of Leicestershire’s Open Museum in detail. To serve the wider population in the
rural area, Leicestershire county council does not establish museums in every community.
Instead, it cooperates with minority groups and introduces their projects: resource boxes,
artworks, and moving objects which transforms community centers into exhibition spaces.
The interesting and creative practice may serve as a model for the rapid development of
local museums in Taiwan.    

Keywords: open museum, outreach, museum education of the U.K., community
engagement, museum-school collaboration 
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