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Community Cultural Museums and L ocal Cultural
Industries. A Case Study of the Hsinchu Municipal Glass
Museum

Yu-Chan Chiang*

Abstract

In recent years, many community cultural museums have been established. The
purpose of this study is to examine how local cultural museums relate to local cultural
industries. Three issues are highlighted. Firstly, the meaning of local cultural industries is
explored. Secondly, the complicated relations between community cultural museums and
cultural industries are discussed. Finaly, ways in which community cultural museums can
be an engine to drive the local cultural industries are proposed.

The focus of this research was the Hsinchu Municipa Glass Museum. The data for this
case study were collected through documentary analysis. Furthermore, relevant Hsinchu
City government officials, local residents and cultural experts were interviewed.

In conclusion, it is suggested that the Hsinchu Municipal Glass Museum work to solve
the problems of shortages of professional staff and over-dependence on government
funding. In addition, the museum needs to launch projects aimed at community
empowerment, establish mechanisms for integrated marketing, raise awareness of its brand
and form strategic alliances to attract more visitors. These suggestions can be applied to
local cultural museumsin general.

Keywords: community cultural museums, local cultural industries, community
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