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Collecting Practices of Natural History Museums
Yi-Chun Liu*

Abstract

Affected by post-modernism, museum collecting studies are focused on the museums
themselves, serving as catalysts for rethinking of their functions and roles. In natural history
museums, curators choose specimens and artifacts and systematically carry out
classification, identification, naming and management of those specimens and artifacts
under specific collection policies. However, the collecting practice is influenced by the
society and culture, which is reflected in the operating mechanisms between individuals,
between individuals and groups and between groups. In particular, this applies to collector
conditions and functions in terms of society and culture, self description and pursuit of the
power to control collections.

This study focuses on the natural history museum and ethnological fieldwork methods.
The National Museum of Natural Science (NMNS) was chosen as the case study, and
anthropological curatorial staff members were observed and interviewed to explore the
collection work of a natural history museum, and the interaction between collection practice
and society.

Keywords: natural history museum, collecting study, society and culture, knowledge
construction, social practice, poetic, politics
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