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Introduction to the Graduate School of Museum Studies,
TNUA, Taiwan

Sung-Shan Wang *

Abstract

The Graduate School of Museum Studies is devoted to exploring the nature of
museography and museology and their relationships to socio-cultural system. The
members of the Graduate School of Museum Studies are based in the museum
reproduction field, with expertise in humanities, social sciences and natural sciences.
Taipei National University of the Arts and National Museum of Natural Science serve as
the stage and laboratory in the three major fields of comparative study of museums,
museum interpretation and communication, and applied museology. Members will
construct network of practices and community of practices to engage in interdisciplinary
professional training related to research, teaching and social action. Both instructors and
students will develop in a certain field of the museum profession (such as museum
exhibitions, museum education, and collections studies etc.), a specialized academic
discipline (such as history, anthropology, biology, or sociology), a certain locality, and
familiarity with a certain type of museum (such as natural history or natural science
museum, history and culture museum, science and technology museum, arts museum,
and general museum), to elevate creativity in improving museum literacy and
competency. Through the separation yet combination of approaches in theoretical
research, classroom teaching and social practices, the members of the Graduate School of
Museum Studies will take cultural thought, social concerns and design aesthetics as the
fundamental keys to carry out reflexive participation in the new museum movement of

Taiwan.

Keywords: museum studies, museology, museography, museum interpretation and

communication, museum literacy and competency
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