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Can the Tea Sensory Evaluation be Different - from
the Tea-qi of Tea-tasting Group to Look at this Issue

Zu-Chun Liao10

Summary

The evaluation of the tea is archived as early as the Tang Dynasty in China while tea became a
drink. Nowadays, when people get together and compare tea quality in various ways, it is actually a
continuation of the ancient tea competition. Although in Taiwan the tea competition have held for over
than 40 years, the tea sensory evaluation has developed a couple of items to make the judgment of tea
quality, such as appearance, aroma, taste, colors of the tea liquors, infused leaves. Beyond the normal
competition, many tea parties had held to make a comparison of teas. Recently, among these activities,
one kind of tea evaluation is noticed that the tea flavor is felt through the body. The discourse of this kind
of tasting is formed and it gradually has become a new trend in the tea social groups. The goal of this kind
of tasting is to judge the quality of the teas. In addition, this discourse is different from traditional
evaluation because it uses somatosensory response to make the assessment. This kind trend of tea
drinking starts from the puerh tea drinking groups and has gradually expand to oolong teas. “Tea-qi” is a
concept that seems to come from Chinese medicine, but actually comes from energy medicine. Its
discourse is connected with the ecology of the tea plantations, the plantations’ management, etc. It is
seemingly a vague term but sometimes it appears to be clear. Thus it might be a new judgment for tea
selection. This paper intends to explore what kind of value connotations are reflected in the “Tea-gi”
tasting, and what kind of inspiration it has for the present day Oolong tea tasting.

Key words: Tea flavor, Evaluation, Puerh tea, Tasting, Tea therapy
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